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: אֶל משֶׁה וְאֶל אַהֲרֹן לֵאמֹר'הוַיְדַבֵּר)א(
לֵאמֹר דַּבֵּר אֶל בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל 'הזֹאת חֻקַּת הַתּוֹרָה אֲשֶׁר צִוָּה )ב(

וְיִקְחוּ אֵלֶיךָ פָרָה אֲדֻמָּה תְּמִימָה אֲשֶׁר אֵין בָּהּ מוּם אֲשֶׁר לֹא 
עֹל עָלֶיהָ יט:עָלָה פרק במדבר

2 . T H I S IS T H E O R D IN A N C E O F T H E T O RA H
W H IC H H A S H E M H A S C O MM A N D E D , S A Y I N G ,
S P E A K T O T H E P E O P LE O F IS R A E L , T H A T T H E Y
B R IN G Y O U A R E D H E IF E R W IT H O U T S P O T ,
W H IC H H A S N O B L E M IS H , A N D U P O N W H IC H
N E V E R C A M E Y O K E ;

O N T H IS P O S S U K E XP O U N D S R A B B I Y A K O V
Y IT ZC H O K O F L U B L I N – T H E G R E A T C H O Z E H
[ S EE R] O F L U B L IN IF A P E R S O N F E E L S T H A T H E
IS C O M P L E T E L Y A L L R IG H T A N D N O T
B L E M IS H E D IN A N Y W A Y , IF H E IS S E L F -
S A T I S F IE D , T H IS IS A S IG N T H A T “ A Y O K E H A S
N O T C O M E U P O N H IM ” - H E D O E S N O T C A R R Y
U P O N H IM E V E N T H E L IG H T E S T Y O K E O F
J U D A IS M .
S O T O W E S E E A S IM A L A R V E R S E IN P A R S H A S
N IT ZA V IM ;

Y O U S T A N D T H IS D A Y A L L O F Y O U B E F O R E
H A S H E M Y O U R G - D ; Y O U R C A P T A I N S O F Y O U R
T R IB E S , Y O U R E L D E R S , A N D Y O U R O F F I C E R S ,
W IT H A L L T H E M E N O F Y I S R O E L .
TH E K O TZK E R REB BE ST ATE S: THE WO RD
USED H ERE FO R ‘Y OU’ , " אתם" HAS T HE
SAM E LETT ERS AS T HE W ORD F OR ‘T RUT H ’
– "אמת" .
T R U T H P R O V ID E S S T A B IL IT Y , A B IL I T Y T O
S T A N D , A N D P E R M A N E N C E , W H E R E A S
F A L S E H O O D H A S N O L E G S T O S T A N D O N .

The Baal HaFlaah: Rav Pinchos Horowitz –The Chosid
Who Was Rov Of Frankfurt

The Haflaah and the Sefer HaMakneh are hallmarks of every
Litvishe and Chasidishe Bais Medrash. Not only that but Rav
Pinchos Horowitz a Talmid of the Maggid of Mezeritch was
Rav for over 30 years until his Pitirah in Frankfurt, Germany
of all places! This is a testament to his larger than life
greatness. Other testaments to his greatness came from
Rebbi Akiva Eiger who called him a “True Gaon” and the
Baal Nesivos who called him the leader of the generation.
The Noda B’Yehuda’s son said that a day didn’t go by
without his father mentioning Rav Pinchos.
He was born to his father Rav Tzvi Hirsh of whom the Noda
B’Yehuda said, not to rely on his own words unless the great
light Rav Tzvi Hirsh agrees with him. Rav Pinchos's father
was his first Rebbe and eventually he learned with his older
brother the great Rav Shmuel Shmelke MiNikolsburg. The
two became inseparable like Dovid and Yehonoson, wrote
Rav Pinchos.

Together they made their way to Mezeritch and became
Chasidim of the Maggid, the successor to the Baal Shem
Tov. Although unimpressed with the Maggid at first, after
being prodded by Rav Zusha on Anpoli the brother of Rebbi
Elimelech MiLizhensk, they went back again and found their
true calling and became devout Chasidim.
Although he was married wealthy, circumstances brought
him to dire poverty at which point Rav Pinchos eventually
took a position as Rav in Vitokov then moving to
Lechowitz. In Lechowitz one of the rich powerful members,
enraged after losing a Din Torah, chased Rav Pinchos out by
spreading false rumors to the ruler of the town.
After a stay in Yampola, Rav Pinchos was invited to become
Rov of Frankfurt. Although nervous about going to Frankfurt
because of the far geographic distance and the vastly different
minhagim, Rav Pinchos accepted the position after getting
the approval of his Rebbe the Maggid. Rav Pinchos
remained in Frankfurt for the next 33 years until his
Petira. He loved the Kehilla and the Kehilla loved him,
despite their differences. (Rav Pinchos was the only one in
Frankfurt who Davened Nusach Ari.) His kindheartedness
and graciousness endeared him to all including the non-
Jews. He opened up a Yeshiva that produced Gedolei Yisroel
including the Chasam Sofer and the Baal Shem of
Michelstadt. His only battle was against the reform
movement and Moses Mendelsohn, which he waged with all
his might.
In his later years he lost his eyesight to cataracts. He agreed
to undergo surgery to repair it however only on one eye. He
reasoned that to see the beauty of this world he has no
need. His only need is to learn torah. For that one eye is
sufficient. For him one eye may have been sufficient but the
entire spectrum of Klal Yisroel fondly looked after him with
two eyes. Rav Pinchos was Niftar the same year as the
Dubno Maggid and a year before the Chida. Yehi Zichro
Boruch! (See Gedolei HaDoros) [Revach]
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Ah Guttin Shabbos – Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig


