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Learn what it means to drive
according to the 77N
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The purpose of this o7onp is to make people aware that while driving it is
possible to be 121y on many omox if not done properly. Therefore
“Driving” should be put alongside maw> and naw nmw. The same way
every omw X7 and nabna p1pTn is very careful regarding all areas of 125, his
m~nr in driving should be no less.

There are two mnmix for every person to guard their wa - 1w 15 nwn p1
7xn Jwa1 and omwmb TXn omnwn. Anyone who puts themself in danger is
221 on these two x5, Therefore, one who drives is annn to drive with mnr
and follow safety rules, and one who does not do so is 121y on these Mx5.

There is a nwy m¥n to remove a dangerous situation from others -
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and one who creates a dangerous situation is 721y on the nwyn x5 of own x5
722 omT. (Although the pios says "’ many ownan say that this is not
limited to one’s house). One who drives in a way that could be dangerous to
others is accountable for this nwy and nwyn x5. So too, one who parks his car
in a place that can cause mov is accountable.!

One who does not drive carefully is not concerned about the wellbeing of
his fellow or his money and is therefore 121y on the nwy myn of p75 nanx
Tma. This applies as well to one who parks his car in a way that could
endanger others or cause damage.

One who is seen driving in a way that is dangerous or breaking a traffic law
is omw ow S5nin, and is therefore 121y on the x5 of *wp ow 155nn k5. This is
especially true regarding nmn "1 since if they don't drive properly it will
cause others to look down at the mmn chas v’shalom.?

One who drives in a dangerous way is 72 on the nwy myn of v3712 n2bm
which is a 2vn to go in n"apm’s ways of being a jam o1, and one who
endangers others is certainly not going in these ways.

and confident enough to go, and the person behind them starts honking
and pressuring them to go before they are ready, the one honking can be

=
. . o . . a
When a driver is waiting by a stop sign® because they do not yet feel safe I
721y on several mayp. This is obviously a violation of 7m3 1p75 nanx1 and is =
1. Many people don't think much of illegal parking because they think nothing really ever happens; this is a mistake, many
accidents have occurred as a result of illegally parked cars. 2. The Mashgiach Harav Matisyahu Salomon Zatzal would
give this example in his o711 when he spoke on the topic of own vimp. 3. A stop sign was chosen as an example; this
scene can play itself out in other places as well.
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certainly not going in the ways of n"apn of being a yjam mm. This can also

cause a own »>m, and is potentially dangerous because the driver in front
may be pressured to go before the conditions of the road are safe.* It goes

without saying that such a mnn is lowly and not befitting of a 7mn 12.5

One who is not careful when driving and causes pri or parks his car in a
way that causes prn is 121 on the mo'x of being 1an 5w 1mn pm which is
included in the 15 of "mn x5.

One who parks their car in an illegal spot is 72 on 071171 5m. The reason is
because that area belongs to the 0»a1 and it is xman1 X for that area to
remain vacant o1 nwb (for either safety or convenience), therefore one
who parks there is stealing that area from the o»a. This is similar to the
concept brought down by the X1 and the xm1 that it is o»277 b1 for one to
build their naw in o270 mwn, and although there are o>pn regarding a nw,
that is only when the ma5n and the 0’21 are not mapn, which is certainly not
the case regarding illegal parking.

According to 51 2w5x wrman, one who violates any traffic law is 121y on
o110 Sn. His reasoning is that the street is considered the possession of the
o271 who rely on the traffic laws and do not allow anyone to drive on the
streets unless they keep to the rules.®

The 211 to run on naw 17y to prepare for naw although it is possible that
one will be pm does NOT apply to driving fast.

It is mox to drive in a dangerous way or break the law even for a myn 127
Therefore one may not speed to make it in time for m>an yar, 1n, or 170. Also
one may not park illegally even if they will miss out on these things.

In general, if you want to drive in accordance with the mn:
« Drive calmly and relaxed and never in a rush.

+ Be patient with others.
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+ Only make your turns when conditions are obviously safe. I
« Follow all traffic laws. =
4.1 heard from someone that her son was at a stop sign waiting for the road to clear before making his turn, and the

car behind him started honking aggressively, pressuring him to go. Eventually he succumbed to the pressure and

made his turn before it was safe, resulting in a terrible accident 5. I know someone who dreads driving because of

the uncomfortable feelings they go through when they are honked at and pressured from behind.6. I listed just a few

mxn related to driving; a more extensive list can be found in the sefer 037172 waan nvaw mo»a - o»n man.
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+ When approaching a stop sign, come to a full stop before the stop line. If
there are no pedestrians inside or entering the crosswalk, inch up slowly to
get a good view of oncoming traffic, and proceed only when conditions are
safe.’

+  Look out carefully for pedestrians when turning into crosswalks.

+  Look out for cars and people before and while backing up, and back up
very slowly. (Note: A person thats about to walk behind your car but is not

yet directly behind can not be seen by your back up camera so always make
sure to turn your head and look and don't rely on the camera alone.)®

+  Never hold a cell phone while driving. (Note: Setting up bluetooth for
the car is very easy and only takes a minute or two.)

Make sure your car is prepared properly for driving conditions:
« Lights must be on and working when driving at night.

+ Front and back windshield should be clear of fog. (Note: It may take some
time for it to defog so start the defogging process some time before you
need to start driving.)

+ Your car should be cleaned well from snow.

« Always leave early giving extra time in order not to have the o1 of
driving fast and carelessly.

 Remember that if for whatever reason you are running late there is no
am to drive in a way that is dangerous.

nph qO™M Dan Ynw? .

One should keep in mind that with every act of mr he
does while driving he is ompn several mn.

7. Harav Forcheimer Shlita told me that from his experience he sees cars not stopping properly by stop signs as the
biggest cause of accidents. 8. I personally witnessed three separate instances in which a person who was walking
behind a car was bumped by the car while it was backing up.
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FOR QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS: DRIVINGBHALACHA@GMAIL.COM




