
 

 

LET’S BE REAL –  
PARSHAS SHLACH 5786 
 
In this week’s Parsha we are confronted with the 
story of the meraglim that had such a tragic ending. 
So much so, that Chazal tell us that we are still 
suffering from that fateful night that Klal Yisroel 
cried an empty cry. Hashem swore that on this night 
of Tisha B’av we will actually have something to cry 
about. 
 
The obvious question is what does this mean? 
Because we cried over nothingness so Hashem will 
give us what to cry about. What is the depth of this 
statement, and how can we relate to this? 
 
Generally speaking, if one would listen to a drasha on 
this week’s parsha on the topic of the ten meraglim 
one would likely hear about the severity of lashon 
hara on Eretz Yisroel, which is obviously correct. 
Yes, we need to be ultra careful when we speak about 
Eretz Yisroel and its inhabitants.  
 
However, there is another discussion which is very 
related but perhaps not emphasized as much, but 
Dovid Hamelech does emphasize it in Tehillim. 
When Dovid Hamelech describes the sin of the 
Meraglim he writes וימאסו בארץ חמדה. This means 
literally that they showed a disgust to a land which is 
so delightful and coveted.   
 
Now this needs clarification. If one studies the story 
of the meraglim with the meforshim you will 
understand that the meraglim had all kinds of 
cheshbonos that initiated their outburst. It wasn’t 
straight up evil to discourage Klal Yisroel from going 
in. So how can we describe the situation as וימאסו 
 .בארץ חמדה
 
Mashal: So we can answer with a mashal. Imagine a 
father comes home one day with the exciting news 
that he had won tickets to Eretz Yisroel for the entire 
family. He gathers his family around and he tells the 
delightful news. However, one child pipes up that he 
doesn’t want to go because the camp that he goes to 
is having such a fun trip and he doesn’t want to miss 
it for anything. 
 
Now this child did not proclaim that he is not 
interested in Eretz Yisroel. However, anyone with a 
little bit of seichal understands that this child has 
been mevaze Eretz Yisroel. You are giving up going 
to the holy land Eretz Yisroel for some fun? If he 

would truly desire to go to Eretz Yisroel there would 
be no room for cheshbonos. 
 
Story: It is told that one day as the Arizal was in the 
field with his talmidim, out of the blue he asked them 
if they are ready to go to Yerushalayim right now to 
bring Moshiach. Caught off guard the Talmidim 
responded that they first need to take care of a few 
things. The Arizal looked at them sadly and 
proclaimed that they had missed the opportunity.  
 
Obviously, this story is very deep and we don’t know 
everything behind it, but on the surface we can say 
that this story brings out what we are saying now. 
Perhaps that had the Talmidim been waiting for 
Moshiach with all their heart and soul for Moshiach 
then when they were caught off guard they would 
have immediately responded with enthusiasm that 
they are ready [on their level obviously]. 
 
What’s our avoda: Imagine you see someone 
packing his vehicle getting ready for a long awaited 
vacation or trip. You approach him and ask him the 
following question. “Tell me truthfully do you want 
Moshiach right now?” What would we say if 
someone asked us this question today? The Chafetz 
Chaim discusses this in his Sefer Tzipisa l’yeshua. 
 
War in the middle east: Right now the United States 
are at war with Iran as missiles are flying back and 
forth. Eretz Yisroel has its hands full between Iran 
and Lebenon. Missiles keep flying overhead and with 
Hashem’s protection almost always it is either 
intercepted or it falls in open areas. At the same time 
people are constantly running for shelter as the sirens 
start wailing. Isn’t there a strong message here? 
 
What about strong earthquakes and forest fires that 
have been happening just in the past week or two. All 
of these are messages as Chazal tell us. What about 
the rampant anti semitism that has reached new 
levels. What about the constant drafting that has 
reached new levels in Eretz Yisroel by our very own 
brothers r”l. 
 
We can start giving all kinds of speeches and 
explanations why all of this is transpiring. Some 
people will point at the long Sheitels and more. Some 
people will blame it on technology while others will 
say that it’s because we are not learning enough.  
 
My friends we don’t need to look far, as everything is 
openly in Chazal especially with regards to the wars 
that are transpiring now at the strait of Hormuz. It’s 



 

 

literally mind boggling how openly and clearly 
Chazal told us about these events. At the same time 
Chazal tell us that when these things happen we need 
to await the footsteps of Moshiach. 
 
Our desire: However, in order to wait for something 
we need to have the desire for it. If you don’t have 
any desire for ice cream you will not be awaiting the 
ice cream that will be coming out for desert. That is 
pretty basic. 
 
Flashback: When I was a young bachur my uncle 
would constantly beg me to come with him to the 
Skulener Rebbe zt”l’s Friday night Tish. I didn’t 
know much about the Rebbe and I had my own 
agenda so I would always politely decline despite my 
uncle’s pleas. After the Rebbe was Niftar I started 
hearing stories about the greatness of the rebbe, and 
boy did I regret it.  
 
Had I known the Rebbe’s greatness I certainly would 
have gone. I didn’t have anything pushing me to go 
so as I was not aware of the Rebbe’s greatness. My 
lack of knowledge about the Rebbe was the cause of 
my missed opportunity.  On a similar vein if we don’t 
appreciate what Eretz Yisroel and the Bais 
Hamikdash have to offer then we won’t have much of 
a desire for it. It’s a pretty simple equation I believe. 
 
Back to the Parsha: If the Meraglim would have had 
the proper desire for Eretz Yisroel then they would 
have seen through all their seemingly wonderful 
cheshbonos. Because when there is a will then there 
is a way, and perhaps we can have a new insight into 
the words of Tzaddikim אין דבר עומד בפני הרצון. 
When one has the proper desire then all cheshbonos 
fall away. 
 
What’s our avoda? So at this time we should be 
developing a desire and and appreciation for Eretz 
Yisroel and the Bais Hamikdash. We need to realize 
that Eretz Yisroel is a land that is saturated with 
Keddusha which will be at its peak when the Bais 
Hamikdash will descend once again. We need to 
understand that the Bais Hamikdash is our בית חיינו. 
The Bais Hamikdash is the source to all the bracha in 
the world and most importantly our connection to 
Hashem.  
 
Eretz Yisroel is the land where the fruits, the trees, 
and even the dirt, is full of spirituality which keeps us 
close to Hashem at all times. Tzaddikim even after 
the churban would kiss the dirt of Eretz Yisroel when 

they would arrive as the Passuk says  ואת עפרה 
 Eretz Yisroel is the place where we can grow .יחוננו
in our אהבת ה' ויראת שמים to our fullest potential.  
 
On the other hand outside of Eretz Yisroel is void of 
the keddusha and is soaked with Tuma and Jewish 
blood that has been spilled over two thousand years.  
In America where Jewish blood hasn’t been spilled as 
much, still, how many people have abandoned their 
faith or even intermarried due to the pressure of 
society and the tremendous nisyonos that they have 
gone through.  
 
When I see a fellow Yid that doesn’t look like they are 
living up to the standard that they should be, I tell 
myself “Nebach these people are survivors from the 
spiritual holocaust. The fact that they are still eating 
Kosher and hanging on to their Yiddishkeit is truly 
remarkable”. Now I am not justifying them as they 
can always improve, but to look down at them? 
Never!! 
 
Winning the lottery: If someone would ask me to 
give them a mashal of what it's like to be zoche to be 
from the ones to greet Moshiach, I would answer 
“winning the lottery”. Obviously, greeting Moshiach 
is much greater and more ecstatic which may be hard 
to believe, but it’s the raw truth. Let me explain. 
 
What is so exciting for a Frum Yid to win the lottery? 
So there are numerous things to be excited about.  

 1. Sudden: It happens very suddenly, which causes 
our adrenaline to go soaring high. This is what 
will occur when Moshiach comes as well as the 
Navi tells us פתאום יבא אל היכלו. 

 2. Debts: When one wins the lottery he walks into 
an era of being debt free. If anything, people will 
start owing him money. Similarly, when 
Moshiach comes our aveiros will get washed 
away and we will stop going debts as we will not 
be doing aveiros.  

 3. Problems: Many problems that we have [though 
not all and can get worse if not handled with 
care] can be saved with money. Whether its 
health or bringing up children can be enhanced 
with money. Similarly, when Moshaich comes all 
our problems will be washed away. 

 4. Opportunities: When one wins the lottery his 
whole life changes, as new windows and doors of 
opportunities are open in front of him. Simarly, 
when Moshiach comes, new windows of 
opportunities will open to grow in ahavas 



 

 

Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, and knowledge in 
Torah. 

 5.  Abundance: When one wins the lottery he is 
now entitled to abundance and luxuries like never 
before. When Moshiach comes there will be an 
abundance like never before. 

 
 Disclaimer: Luxuries and abundance is not a reason 
to look forward to Moshiach as seforim tell us. Let 
me give a Mashal to explain why it only takes away. 
 
Mashal: There was once a king that was childless. As 
he was getting old he decided that it’s time to search 
his kingdom for an heir for adoption to become the 
prince. Finally, after a big search they found a child 
that seemed to be qualified for the position. The 
young lad was dressed in the finest and was brought 
to the king.  
 
Before the king made the official statement the king 
overheard the lad telling his friends that had come to 
show support that he is very excited, because now he 
will finally have access to a whole new level of 
luxuries. The king heard that and he got turned off 
from the lad. The king explained that he has shown 
himself unworthy to be the prince. 
 
There was a shocked silence in the room. The king 
explained to the entourage that the only excitement 
should be at this time is that he would become the son 
of the king and the prince of the country. Yes, the 
luxuries will come but that is not the excitement a 
true prince should be having at this time. 
 
Nimshal: When Moshiach comes, Hashem will be 
accepted King over the entire world and we will be 
the Princes of the world. This should be the 
excitement toward Moshiach. Obviously, our 
gashmiyus will improve but that is not what we 
should be looking forward to at this time. 
 
The train is leaving: My friends anyone with a half 
of a head understand and realizes that the train is 
leaving and is heading toward our destination which 
is the era of Moshiach. This is our destination with no 
doubt. How long will the train ride take? It is up to 
us, but we need to get onto that wagon.  
 
How can we get onto the wagon and how can we 
speed up the train ride so that it doesn’t drag on? One 
answer is one word and that’s ACHDUS. Achdus 
means that we understand that we Yidden are all one 
unit. We share one Father who is Hashem Echad. 
There is no oneness like Him, and we are all part of 

Hashem. We are all princes of Hashem as we 
explained. WE NEED TO STOP LOOKING AT 
THESE IDEAS AS CONCEPTS AND MAKE 
THEM A REALITY. 
 
When we have this attitude then automatically Sinas 
Chinam falls away, only to be replaced with ahavas 
Yisroel [and obviously Ahavas Hashem] that will 
come shining forth. Lashon Hara is out the window 
and forgiveness and kindness is soaring high. 
 
Tzipisa l’yeshua: As we started off we need to have 
an appreciation for Eretz Yisroel the Bais 
Hamikdash, Malchus Shomayim and Malchus Beis 
Dovid. Just like we lost it due to our lack of 
appreciation, so too we can reclaim it when we have 
the right appreciation. It’s a two way street. 
 
May Hashem open our eyes and utilize the end of 
galus to the fullest and not squander our time on 
foolishness to distract us. Let us work on our achdus 
and show our desire for the return of Eretz Yisroel 
with Malchus Shomayim with the return of the Bais 
Hamikdash. Hopefully very very soon we will be 
truly reunited in Eretz Yisreol and we will be dancing 
in the streets of Yirushalyim Amein. 
 
I would like to conclude with a story that I heard 
from Rav Efraim Shapiro Shlit"a. An intellectual 
looking Latino approached him and asked him the 
following question. What is the definition of the 
"Yiddishe Kup". Rav Efraim smiled and responded 
that this means that Jewish people are clever and 
intellectual. The Latino continued "I hear that you 
had a temple two thousand years ago that was 
destroyed is that correct?” Yes, Reb Efraim said 
shifting uneasily. The Latino continued, "I heard you 
were thrown out because you couldn't get along, 
correct”? “Yes,” replied Reb Efraim. “I also heard 
that when you will unify together, then your temple 
will be rebuilt, is that true?” “Yes,” said Reb Efraim. 
 
The Latino looked at Reb Efraim and asked him a 
penetrating question. “So if you guys have the 
Yiddishe kup, so why can't you guys after two 
thousand years figure out a way to unify once and for 
all so that you can be restored to your temple?” Reb 
Efraim fell silent and he didn't have an answer. Reb 
Efraim ended off with his audience with a thunderous 
shout “HE IS RIGHT, WHY CAN'T WE JUST GET 
TOGETHER?! LET'S FIGURE IT OUT!” 
 
Have a wonderful joyous Shabbos 
Pinchas Halevi Doppelt 


