
Hilchos Purim and Megillah
A

 Purim 
1.	 The day of Purim is like a Yom Tov and should be treated as 

such.

2.	 One should wear respectable clothing for the Yom Tov.

3.	 One can wear a costume although it isn’t necessarily 
respectable clothing.

4.	 Those who wear costumes should be careful that a man 
shouldn’t wear a woman’s clothing and a woman shouldn’t 
wear a man’s clothing.

5.	 One should also be careful that the costumes don’t contain 
Shatnez.

6.	 It is not appropriate to daven while wearing the costume, 
unless the costume isn’t disgraceful for davening. (Befitting to 

stand in front of a king).

7.	 One should see to it that he sets aside time on Purim for Torah 
learning.

8.	 One should be sure to do Teshuva on Purim as for the 
magnitude of the holiness of the day and even more so, the 
day should be used to strengthen oneself in affairs between 
him and his fellow Jew.

9.	 It is forbidden to fast or have a hesped on Purim, as not to 
diminish the happiness of the day.

 Prohibition of Working 
10.	  It is our custom to refrain from working on Purim.

11.	  It is permitted to do work that doesn’t coincide with the 
happiness of the day. 1- for the sake of a mitzvah (to cook for the 

Purim meal, to sew a costume). 2- In a circumstance of great loss (e.g., 

fix a leak). 3- For work that doesn’t take much strength and effort 
and doesn’t cause a distraction from the element of the day 
(driving, writing, and laundry, etc.).

12.	  One who must go to work, as refraining from working would 
cause him a great loss, may do so discreetly. 

13.	  Although one must go to work, one shouldn’t be lax in doing 
so, as Chazal say that one does not see a sign of blessing from 
the work performed on Purim.

B

 Reading the Megillah 
14.	  All are obligated to hear the reading of the Megillah twice, 

at night and by day. If one cannot read it themselves, he may 
fulfill his obligation by hearing it from someone else, while 

having in mind to fulfill his obligation by listening to the other 
reading it.

15.	  One who will not be able to hear the reading twice, should 
preferably hear the reading by day than at night.

16.	  One who missed hearing the megillah at night, does not need 
to hear the reading twice by day.

17.	  The time appropriate to hear the megillah is at night after 
nightfall (Tzeis hakochavim) until dawn (also hashachar), and by day 
from sunrise (hanetz hachama) until sundown (shkiyah). 

18.	  As in all the mitzvos, זריזים מקדימים למצוות, therefore, one 
should do the mitzvah at the earliest possible time.

 Prohibition of Eating Before Reading the Megillah 
19.	  Before performing any mitzvah, it is prohibited for one to start 

a meal for a half hour preceding the time of the mitzvah, so as 
not to get distracted and forget to perform the mitzvah.

20.	  Although for other mitzvos it is permitted to snack during 
this time, before the mitzvah of Megillah Chazal were more 
stringent not to eat anything. According to Rav Shlomo Miller 
Shlit”a it is permitted to drink a coffee before davening on 
Purim morning, if he usually does so.

21.	  However, in a time of need one may be lenient on the matter 
(e.g., if one is extremely weak from fasting, or a woman waiting for her husband to 

return from hearing the megillah). If one makes a guard that should 
be careful that he will not get distracted, there is more room 
for leniency. 

 The Mitzvah of Megillah 
22.	  The obligation applies to all adult males.

23.	  Women are also obligated to hear the megillah, since they too 
were included in the miracle of Purim.

24.	  Children that are of the age to be educated in the mitzvos 
(Chinuch), are obligated to hear the megillah as well.

25.	 Children that are not of the age to be educated in mitzvos, are 
not obligated to hear the megillah and should not be brought 
to Shul, if they would cause disruption to the reading of the 
megillah. However, if the children can sit quietly, it’s proper to 
bring them to Shul.

26.	  For one who is elderly or sick and cannot come to hear the 
megillah, it’s proper to arrange for someone to read the 
megillah for them at their location. If this isn’t possible, they 
should hear the megillah over the phone.

 To Hear the Megillah 
27.	  One should be careful to hear every word of the megillah 
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from the Ball Koreh. It is proper to follow along with the Baal 
Koreh from inside a megillah.

28.	  One who owns a kosher megillah, should read along with 
the Baal Koreh from his own megillah (yet should be careful not to 

disturb those near him).

29.	  If one does not own a kosher megillah, he should not read 
along with the Baal Koreh, just listen to every word from the 
Baal Koreh. 

30.	 It is forbidden to talk out during the reading of the megillah.

31.	  It is forbidden to be occupied with other matters during the 
reading of the megillah, even if he is certain that he’ll hear 
every word.

32.	  If one spaced out during the reading of the megillah, he 
cannot assume that he heard every word, unless he pointed 
with his finger in a Chumash/megillah along with the Baal 
Koreh.

33.	  If one is worried that he didn’t hear every word, if he was 
following along inside a Chumash/megillah, he can assume 
that he heard every word.

 Missed Words 
34.	  One who realizes that he spaced out or missed words of the 

megillah, if he has a kosher megillah he should quickly read 
the words himself from where he missed till where the Baal 
Koreh is holding.

35.	  If he doesn’t have a kosher megillah and missed hearing 
words, may bdieved read from where he missed until where 
the Baal Koreh is holding from inside a Chumash (he may do so 

up to reading half of the megillah from a Chumash).

36.	  If one didn’t recover what he has missed, if he realized right 
after the reading of the megillah, he should read right away 
without a new brachah from where he missed till the end of 
the megillah. However, if he missed words in the first half of 
the megillah, he must listen over to the whole megillah from 
a kosher megillah with a new brachah.

37.	 If he hadn’t remembered right away that he missed hearing 
part of the megillah, a Rav should be consulted, (if he needs to 

relisten to the entire megillah with a brachah).

 Baal Koreh That Made a Mistake 
38.	  If a Baal Koreh made a mistake in the pronunciation of a 

word but doesn’t change the meaning of the word, he does 
not need to fix the mistake.

39.	  If the mistake changes the meaning of the word, he should 
correct his mistake immediately, but if he did not, he still 
fulfilled his obligation.

40.	  If the Baal Koreh skipped a word that’s a central part of the 
story of the megillah, he must restart the megillah from the 
beginning. 

41.	  If the Baal Koreh skipped a word but it didn’t switch any 
details of the story, he should restart from the beginning 
without a brachah.

42.	  If one person is worried that the Baal Koreh missed a word, 
but all the others are sure they heard him say it, we can rely 
upon the others that he didn’t miss the word (and the person who 

didn’t hear it must read it over as above).

 Various Customs of Reading the Megillah 
43.	  The custom is to make noise at every mention of the word 

“haman”. It is not a Halacha, only a custom, but one that is 
entrenched in our history and shouldn’t be abolished as all 
Jewish customs have divine meaning behind them.

44.	  One should be careful not to make noise while the reading 
of the megillah as it will disrupt others from fulfilling the 
mitzvah. The Baal Koreh should be careful not to continue 
reading until the noise quiets down.

45.	 Our custom is that the public reads themselves four psukim 
from the megillah (even if one is reading from a Chumash). But one 
must be careful to hear the Baal Koreh reading those psukim 
from the megillah (if he didn’t read it from a kosher megillah).

46.	  We have the custom for everyone to read the names of the 
ten sons of Haman in one breath and then hear it again from 
the Baal Koreh. If one cannot do it in one breath, he still 
fulfills his obligation of reading the megillah.

47.	  When the Baal Koreh reads the words "בלילה ההוא נדדה שנת 
 .he should raise his voice ,"המלך

48.	  When we read the words "האגרת הזאת", the custom is for the 
Baal Koreh to shake the megillah.

49.	  If possible, one (men and women) should preferably hear the 
megillah with a proper minyan. 

50.	  More so, if one can hear the megillah with a large crowd, 
he should do so, as the mitzvah is beautified with a large 
gathering (ברוב עם הדרת מלך). However, if one has a minyan that 
he always davens at, he can stay at his permanent minyan. 
If hearing the megillah in a large crowd will disrupt his 
concertation, it is preferable to go to a smaller minyan to 
hear the megillah.

 Baal Koreh 
51.	 Any Jewish adult male can be a Baal Koreh for the megillah, 

even if he already fulfilled his obligation of reading the 
megillah.

52.	  A boy that isn’t 13 years old, may be the Baal Koreh only if 
there is no one else that can read it.

53.	  A woman can read the megillah for herself but not to a 
crowd. However, in a time of great need, a woman may read 
the megillah to a crowd of people.

54.	  Any Baal Koreh should read the megillah while standing and 
should prepare the reading before Purim so as not to blunder 
while reading. His voice should be loud and strong for all to 
hear clearly. He should be careful to read every word from 
inside the megillah and have in mind to fulfill the public’s 
obligation of reading the megillah through his reading. 

55.	  The megillah should be laid out in front of him as a long 
letter (אגרת).

 The Brachos on the Megillah 
56.	  Prior to reading the megillah we recite three brachos, על 

 .מקרא מגילה, שעשה ניסים, שהחיינו

57.	  When reciting the brachos by day, one should have in mind 
during the bracha of שהחיינו for the other mitzvos of the day 
(Mishloach Manos, Matanos Laevyonim and the Seudah).

58.	  The Baal Koreh recites the brachos on everyone’s behalf, 
even if the Baal Koreh already fulfilled his obligation to hear 
the megillah prior to reading it now. However, some are of 
the opinion that in such a scenario, the people who have yet 
to fulfill the mitzvah should recite the brachos themselves. 

59.	  Women who listen to the reading of the megillah from a 
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Baal Koreh that already fulfilled the mitzvah, should make 
the barachah themselves ניסים שעשה  מגילה,  מקרא   לשמוע 
 One woman may recite the brachos on the rest of .ושהחיינו
the women’s behalf.

60.	  After reading the megillah, if there is a minyan present, they 
should recite the brachah of הרב את ריבנו after rolling up the 
megillah. Some have the custom that everyone recites the 
brachah, yet our custom is that only the Baal Koreh recites 
it standing.

61.	  After reading the megillah at night we say the piyyut of 
.שושנת יעקב

C

 Mishloach Manos 
62.	 There is an obligation to give mishloach manos on Purim. The 

mitzva is to give two species of food, to at least one person.

63.	 The mitzvah is to be performed on the day of Purim. If one 
sent mishloach manos before Purim but it only arrived at his 
friend on Purim, he fulfills the mitzvah.

64.	 The reason for the mitzvah is, 1- to unite each other’s hearts, 
ורעות) שלום  .(להרבות  2- so to have food for the Purim meal. 
Accordingly, if one sent food that is not worthy for the meal, he 
doesn’t fulfill the mitzvah (according to the second reason for the mitzvah). 
Furthermore, if one sends mishloach manos anonymously 
and it does not unite each other’s hearts’ he does not fulfill 
the mitzvah (according to the first reason for the mitzvah).

65.	  If one sent mishloach manos and the recipient isn’t home for 
Purim and did not receive it on Purim, the sender does not 
fulfill the mitzvah.

66.	  The mitzvah applies to men, women, and children of educated 
age (chinuch, 6-7 years old).

67.	  A family mishloach manos (if it’s written on the card ‘from family’), must 
explicitly say that it is from the woman for her to fulfill the 
mitzvah with the mishloach manos.

68.	  One who is poor or doesn’t have his own money (a bachur in 

Yeshivah), is obligated in the mitzvah as well, and can switch 
mishloach manos with his friend. 

69.	  One can fulfill his obligation by sending mishloach manos 
to anyone, no matter his financial well-being (even though we 

know he has food for the seudah). One can also fulfill the mitzvah by 
giving mishloach manos to a child that appreciates the gift, 
according to many opinions.

70.	  Our custom is not send mishloach manos to one that is within 
a year of mourning. However, for a Rav of a community or if 
the mourner is the only person he can fulfill his mitzvah with, 
he may give them mishloach manos. One can also send to 
the family of a mourner if he does not explicitly say that it is 
for the mourner. 

71.	  For modesty reasons, a man should give to a man and a 
woman to a woman. However, a chosson and kallah may give 
to each other. One may give mishloach manos to his Rebbes 
widow or from one’s whole family (as it is not obvious from the man to 

the woman).

72.	 One can fulfill the mitzvah with any two species of food or 
drink. However, some are of the opinion that a specie of food 
is better than drinks.

73.	  Two of the same food but with different tastes (e.g., red wine and 

white wine), are considered two species for mishloach manos.

74.	  Our custom is to give two species of food from two different 
brachos.

75.	  Food that was sent raw and not ready to be consumed or food 
that isn’t meant to be consumed by itself (e.g., black pepper and oil), 
are not sufficient to fulfill the mitzvah. 

76.	 It’s proper to send something of importance and worth. 
Therefore, one should not send a bottle of water for mishloach 
manos. 

77.	  Some have the custom to fulfill the mitzvah via a messenger 
(the messenger can be a non-Jew or a child) since it says in the megillah 
.which literally means that it should be sent ,"ומשלוח מנות"

78.	  If one sends mishloach manos on a new dish, the dish does 
not need to be toiveled, even if the food is placed directly on 
the dish but should be mentioned to the recipient that the 
dish wasn’t toiveled yet, (so that the recipient is aware that they must toivel 

it).

79.	  If one bakes challah greater than the amount that one is 
obligated to separate challah, but intends to give it all out to 
others, they do not need to separate challah, but should do so 
without reciting a brachah.

D

 Matanos Laevyonim 
80.	  One of the mitzvos of Purim is to give tzedakah to two poor 

people.

81.	  One can fulfill the mitzvah many times with each poor person 
he gives tzedakah to.

82.	  One should be more careful in this mitzvah more than the 
others (mishloach manos and the meal), as the Ramba”m writes that 
the primary happiness should be cheering up the poor, that 
they too should have happiness on this day.

83.	  It’s better to give tzedakah to more poor people than a bigger 
donation to fewer people.

84.	  Men, women, and children that are of educated age are 
obligated in the mitzvah. A poor person is also obligated in 
the mitzvah.

85.	  The amount should be enough for the poor person to buy a 
small meal (according to Rav Moshe Feinstein Zt”l it should be the amount of a 

coffee and a Danish).

86.	  One can fulfill the mitzvah by handing over the money to a 
gabay tzedakah or to a Rav that distributes money to the poor. 

87.	  One fulfills the mitzvah with a poor person even if he is not 
a pauper. 

88.	 Besides the mitzvah of matanos laevyonim, it’s an accepted 
practice on Purim of כל הפושט יד נותנים לו, one should give 
to whoever stretches their hand to him. For this practice, one 
can give even a minimal amount as well as to organizations 
(and not check the validity of the organization).

89.	  One can fulfill the mitzvah by giving tzedakah to a poor child.

90.	  If the recipient of the money is in a different time zone, one 
can only fulfill the mitzvah if the recipient receives the money 
when it’s Purim day for both the recipient and the donator.

91.	  One cannot use maser money to perform the mitzvah.

92.	  If there are no poor people in one’s city, he should send 
money before Purim to a place where there are poor people, 
and the money should be distributed on Purim. 
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93.	 If one gives mishloach manos to a poor person, he can fulfill 
the mitzvos of mishloach manos and matanos laevyonim.

94.	  One can fulfill the mitzvah of matanos laevyonim by giving a 
cheque, only if the poor person can cash it on Purim.

E

 The Purim Seudah (meal) 
95.	  The final mitzvah on Purim is to eat a feast in honor of 

the day of Purim. One should gather his family together to 
celebrate together (not alone, if possible). 

96.	  The mitzvah applies to men, women, and children of 
educated age. 

97.	  The time to eat the meal is at any time during the day. Our 
custom is to eat the meal after Mincha. One must be careful 
to eat the meal while it is still daytime.

98.	  If Purim comes out on a Friday, one must start the meal 
before noon (chatzos), or at least before the tenth hour of the 
day. If one didn’t start on time, one should be careful not to 
eat too much, to leave room for the Shabbos meal.

99.	 There is no obligation to wash on bread for the Purim meal, 
however, it’s proper to do so. Some are careful to eat meat 
at the meal.

100.	  As part of the mitzvah to eat a feast on Purim, the adult 
men are commanded to drink wine (some are of the opinion that any 

alcohol is adequate for the mitzvah of חייב איניש לבסומי בפוריא) on Purim until 
they get to the level of drunkenness that they don’t know the 
difference between ארור המן and ברוך מרדכי. 

101.	 According to the רמ"א, the obligation is for one to drink more 
than he normally drinks and then take a nap. Some, however, 
drink more than this, and they have what to rely on.

102.	  One should be certain that his drunkenness shouldn’t 
disrupt him from fulfilling the mitzvos of Purim, and the 
ability to daven and bentch. Certainly, the drunkenness 
should not come on the account of bothering a fellow Yid or 
Chilul Hashem, and surely not to danger (e.g., driving, etc.).

103.	  One who drank alcohol and wishes to daven, as long as 
he is fit to stand before a king he may daven. If he is too 
intoxicated and not fit to stand before a king, he should wait 
to sober up before davening, even if he’ll miss davening at 
the right time, he should rather make up the tefillah the next 
morning by Shachris.

104.	  One should be careful to bentch before davening Maariv, so 
that he can say על הניסים by bentching.

105.	  There is no obligation to make a feast on Purim eve, however, 
it is proper to set the table and eat something small.

106.	  Some have the custom to recite some halachos of Pesach 
at the meal to fulfill the obligation of learning the halachos 
of a Yom Tov thirty days before the arrival of the Yom Tov. It 
is proper to learn something prior to the meal, as it says in 
the megillah "ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה" and Chazal taught 
us that אורה refers to Torah, and then it says שמחה which 
refers to the meal.

F

 Order of Davening 
107.	  The order of the night should be as follows, after shmoneh 

esrei (with על הניסים) the Chazan says קדיש שלם, then we read 
the megillah with its brachos. After reading the megillah we 

say אשר הניא and שושנת יעקב. We then say ואתה קדוש as 
we say on Motzai Shabbos, followed by קדיש without תתקבל, 
followed by עלינו לשבח and קדיש יתום.

108.	 During Shachris, there is a custom to insert a krovetz (like 

yotzros) during chazoras hashatz.

109.	  We do not recite tachnun, א-ל ארך אפים (when removing the Sifrei 

Torah), יהי רצון (after קריאת התורה) and למנצח (before ובא לציון) on Purim. 

G

 Al Hanisim 
110.	  We add in bentching and shmoneh esrei the Al Hanisim 

with the tefillah of בימי מרדכי ואסתר. 

111.	  If one forgot to say Al Hanisim during shmoneh esrei, if he 
remembered before completing shmoneh esrei, he should 
say "לאבותינו שעשית  כשם  ניסיםונפלאות  לנו  שתעשה  רצון   יהי 
 .בימי מרדכי ואסתר and continue "בימים ההם בזמן הזה

112.	 As such, if one forgot to say Al Hanisim by bentching, he 
should do as above during the הרחמן.

113.	  We do not say Hallel on Purim. However, some are of the 
opinion that if one is a place where he won’t be able to hear 
the megillah, he should say Hallel without a brachah.

H

 Shushan Purim 
114.	 We do not recite tachnun or למנצח.

115.	  If one by mistake said Al Hanisim, he doesn’t have to repeat 
shmoneh esrei.

להערות והארות נא לשלוח
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התקשורת: בהיכלי לשכת הפוסקים ביתר עילית בחסות וייסטק תקשורת עפ"י ההלכה

אצל הגאון הגדול
ר' שמאי קהת הכהן גרוס
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050-4130112
לתאום אצל האחראי הרה"ח ר' דוד ולס

מחלקת קס"ת סופר

מידי יום חמישי
בין השעות: 19:00-20:30

למבחנים וקבלת תעודה
להסמכה לסופרי הסת"ם

24 שעות ביממה מענה הלכתי 

מרכז גבוה להוראה ודיינות

B גבעה
רחוב דרכי איש 28

ימים א'-ה'
צהריים: 13:00-15:30

כמו"כ שעה לפני השקיעה
ערב: 19:00-21:30

יום ו': לפנה"צ 13:00 - 10:45
ערב שבת:

שעה ורבע לפני הדלק"נ
מוצ"ש: 21:45-23:00

(שעון חורף): 20:45-22:00

C גבעה
רחוב הרב אלישיב 7

ימים א'-ה'
ערב: 21:30 - 20:00

מוצ"ש: 21:45-23:00
שעון חורף:

20:45-22:00

ימי הצום
צהריים: 13:00-14:30

ערב: 19:00-21:30

054-8417167מחלקה לעריכת חופה וקידושין |

מורינו הג"ר מאיר סירוטה שליט"אמורינו הג"ר שמאי קהת הכהן גרוס שליט"אמורינו הג"ר רפאל צבי ובר שליט"א

02-5333-755
20

10:30 - 13:00

19:30 - 21:00

15:30 - 18:00

19:00 - 21:30

02-50-22-108
L025022108@gmail.com

הגאב"ד הג"ר נתן הכהן קופשיץ שליט"א


